AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claims 1 to 12. (Canceled). 

13. (New) A method for monitoring a blind spot located at a side of a motor 
vehicle to warn a driver of the motor vehicle that an object is located in a warning 
region, comprising: 

determining a relative speed between the object and the motor vehicle; 

determining a travel direction of the object relative to the motor vehicle; 

determining a position of the object relative to the motor vehicle; and 

warning the driver if: (a) the travel direction of the object corresponds to a 
travel direction of the motor vehicle; (b) the relative speed between the object and 
the motor vehicle is within a predetermined range bounded by a lower range 
boundary and an upper range boundary, the predetermined range including a zero 
value: and (c) the position of the object is within the warning region. 

14. (New) The method according to claim 13, further comprising generating a 
warning if the relative speed is greater than the upper range boundary. 

15. (New) The method according to claim 13, wherein the upper range 
boundary and the lower range boundary are functions of an initial speed of the motor 
vehicle. 

16. (New) The method according to claim 13, wherein the warning is 
independent of a direction of entry of the object into the warning region and is 
independent of a direction of exit of the object from the warning region. 

17. (New) The method according to claim 13, wherein the warning is 
independent of a background of the object that enters the warning region and is 
independent of standing objects, an alignment of standing objects and a background 
of the standing objects. 
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18. (New) The method according to claim 13, further comprising: 
classifying driving situations, each classified driving situation including 

information as to whether the warning be performed if an object enters the warning 
region; 

determining a current driving situation of the motor vehicle and the object; 

ascertaining the classified driving situation that corresponds to the current 
driving situation; and 

activating a warning function that corresponds to the classified driving 
situation ascertained in the ascertaining step. 

19. (New) The method according to claim 18, wherein the driving situations 
classified in the classifying step include information relating to two lanes lateral to a 
lane of the motor vehicle. 

20. (New) The method according to claim 13, wherein the determining steps 
are performed in relation to two sides of the motor vehicle. 

21 . (New) The method according to claim 1 3, further comprising one of (a) 
recording and (b) calculating an angle as an input variable for the warning in a travel 
plane of the motor vehicle substantially corresponding to the travel direction of the 
motor vehicle and a straight line that spans a sensor apparatus adapted to monitor 
the warning region and the object. 

22. (New) A device for monitoring a blind spot located at a side of a motor 
vehicle to warn a driver of the motor vehicle that an object is located in a warning 
region, comprising: 

a sensor device adapted to monitor the warning region, the sensor device 
defining a sensor region that includes the warning region, the sensor device adapted 
to determine a travel direction of the object relative to the motor vehicle, a relative 
speed between the object and the motor vehicle and a position of the object relative 
to the motor vehicle; and 

a control unit adapted to evaluate determined data; and 



NY01 982362 



5 



a warning system configured to output a warning signal to the drive as a 
function of evaluation of the determined data. 

23. (New) The device according to claim 22, wherein the control unit includes 
a memory adapted to store classified driving conditions and a comparator adapted to 
compare a current driving condition, ascertained by the control unit from the data of 
the sensor device, to the classified driving conditions. 

24. (New) The device according to claim 22, wherein the sensor device is 
arranged one of (a) in side mirror of the motor vehicle, (b) in a rear bumper of the 
motor vehicle, (c) in an outer mirror of the motor vehicle and (d) in a rear light of the 
motor vehicle. 

25. (New) The device according to claim 22, wherein the warning system is 
configured to output the warning signal if: (a) the travel direction of the object 
corresponds to a travel direction of the motor vehicle; (b) the relative speed between 
the object and the motor vehicle is within a predetermined range bounded by a lower 
range boundary and an upper range boundary, the predetermined range including a 
zero value: and (c) the position of the object is within the warning region. 

26. (New) The device according to claim 22, further comprising means for 
performing a method, including: 

determining the relative speed between the object and the motor vehicle; 

determining the travel direction of the object relative to the motor vehicle; 

determining the position of the object relative to the motor vehicle; and 

warning the driver if: (a) the travel direction of the object corresponds to a 
travel direction of the motor vehicle; (b) the relative speed between the object and 
the motor vehicle is within a predetermined range bounded by a lower range 
boundary and an upper range boundary, the predetermined range including a zero 
value: and (c) the position of the object is within the warning region. 

27. (New) A device for monitoring a blind spot located at a side of a motor 
vehicle to warn a driver of the motor vehicle that an object is located in a warning 
region, comprising: 



NY01 982362 



6 



means for determining a relative speed between the object and the motor 
vehicle; 

means for determining a travel direction of the object relative to the motor 
vehicle; 

means for determining a position of the object relative to the motor vehicle; 

and 

means for warning the driver if: (a) the travel direction of the object 
corresponds to a travel direction of the motor vehicle; (b) the relative speed between 
the object and the motor vehicle is within a predetermined range bounded by a lower 
range boundary and an upper range boundary, the predetermined range including a 
zero value: and (c) the position of the object is within the warning region. 
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